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ing, A few bullets were usually sufficient to produce
a petrol fire in nearly every case. As the study
continued, however, methods were devised which
eliminated the fire hazard, even though a consider-
able number of explosive bullets struck the petrol
tank.
It may be added that not one single " Mourometz "
was ignited in the air after these precautions were in-
troduced, in spite of the fact that time and time again
fuel tanks were pierced with explosive bullets.
My personal work placed me in a different position
from the majority, or even from all, of the designers
of war planes of that time. They usually worked in
their factors- offices away from the Front and had no
direct contact with the flying personnel- They learned
of the success or failure of their machines from official
reports. But I lived with the Squadron of Flying Ships
and was well acquainted with nearly every man in the
crews. Several were my personal friends. This gave
me a particularly strong feeling of responsibility for
my part of the work.
A great many heroic episodes took place during the
flights of the large ships. On April 15, 1916, the
" Mourometz X " was ordered to drop bombs on a rail-
way station at Dandsevas. It was an important strategic
point behind the German lines, well protected by anti-
aircraft batteries* The plane arrived above the station
and dropped the bombs from an altitude of 8,000 feet,
making some direct hits. The ship was under violent
artillery fire during the attack, and while the last
bombs were let go, several well-aimed shrapnels ex-
ploded near by, covering it with a raass of bullets. The
Cxxamander of the ship. Lieutenant Konstendhik, was